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Metody a techniky vyzkumu
sociokulturni antropologie

Kurz CZV — Metody terénniho vyzkumu v antropologii

Ustav antropologie, Pfirodovédecka fakulta MUNI



~Terénni vyzkum je pro antropologii tim,
cim je pro katolickou cirkev krev
mucedniku."
Ch. G. Seligman
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Teréenni vyzkum

> zakladni metodou antropologie je terénni vyzkum — primy nezprostredkovany kontakt
badatele s mistem a lidmi, u nichz se zabyva zvolenym tématem vyzkumu

> od kabinetni védy 19. stoleti se antropologie pretransformovala v empiricky ukotvenou
disciplinu s dlirazem na terénni praci — zoolog Alfred C. Haddon (1855-1940), geograf
Franz Boas (1858-1942), fyzik a matematik Bronistaw Malinowski (1884-1942)

> terénni vyzkum na vzdalenych mistech, kde badatel studuje ,exotického druhého"; dnes se
do popredi dostava provadéni vyzkum& v domovské kulture badatele (— antropologie
doma)
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Torresuv priliv

expedicni obdobi antropologie — 1898 expedice
britskych antropologt

Alfred C. Haddon — 1888 prirodovédna
expedice, 1898 antropologicka expedice

studium lokalnich kultur, sbér mistnich legend,
mytd a informaci o mistnich zvycich

expedice vyznamna diky pristupu jednotlivych
clenl — opousti se kabinetni studium a
antropologové se primo vydavaji k
prislusnikdim domorodé kultury

béhem expedice vytvorené a pouzité nové metody a techniky terénniho vyzkumu —
genealogie, kratké filmy, psychologicka testovani —William H. R. Rivers (1864-1922),
Alfred C. Haddon (1855-1940), Charles G. Seligman (1873-1940) — profesionalizace
britské socialni antropologie

10. Iéta 20. stoleti se prosazuje dlouhodoby terénni vyzkum na jednom misté — Bronistaw
Malinowski (Trobriandské o-vy, 1915-18), Gunnar Landtmann (povodi reky Fly, 1910-12)
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Jesupova severopacificka expedice

expedicni obdobi antropologie — 1897-1902

e B
expedice americkych etnologll/etnograft a _ A
’ n o ) 73 o
domorodych spolupracovniku 7 *’k? .
. r er 7. "o R ek 3 A hey >
Franz Boas — expedice sbirajici informace o N o’ i ,\’ : 4
oblastech a domorodych populacich na obou AT - T
brezich Beringova prlivu '

A A
ruska a americka ¢ast expedice — odliSné
techniky sbéru dat, spoluprace s mistnimi st
obyvateli, vliv klimatu, politické situace a eh b a

US — sbér etnografickych dat prevazné u domorodého indianského obyvatelstva (Haida,
Kwakiutl, Inuité); konkurencni boj mezi muzejnimi institucemi

RUS — sbér etnografickych dat v priibéhu narocnych cest, vliv klimatickych, logistickych a
politickych pomérd

vysledkem expedice bylo zmapovani etnologickych, lingvistickych, antropologickych a
prirodovédnych pomérl v oblasti severniho Pacifiku — Boasova antropologicka Skola
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Faze terénniho vyzkumu

(B) Zahajeni vyzkumu a (C) Navrat a interpretace
(A) Priprava vyzkumu pobyt mezi ¢cleny zkoumané ziskanych etnografickych
spolecnosti dat

(2) Urceni zdrojt
> etnografickych dat a postup
jejich ziskani

l

(1) Stanoveni vyzkumné
otazky a urceni lokality

(4) Pobyt v terénu a sbér < (3) Priprava terénniho
etnografickych dat vyzkumu
NAVRAT!!
(5) Analyza a interpretace N (6) Zverejnéni ziskanych
dat v terénu/po navratu poznatkt
6 Ustav antropologie, Pfirodovédecka fakulta MUNI I\II U I\I I ‘ l‘r
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Vstup do terenu a kulturni sok

prvni prijezd do mista realizace vyzkumu predstavuje vyznamnou udalost rozhoduijici o priibéhu
vyzkumu (P/N) a ovlivni emocni naladéni badatele

v prvni fazi se dostavuji neprijemné psychické stavy jako reakce na nové kulturni prostredi —
psychicka dezorientace a frustrace a snaha prizplsobit se novému prostiedi — kulturni sok

KS se zpravidla dostavi s del$im ¢asovym odstupem od pfijezdu; KS mdZe nabyvat réiznych podob
— stesk po domové, nuda, nadmérna konzumace alkoholu apod.

Kalvero Oberg (1901-1973) rozligil 4 faze KS — (1) idealizace mista pobytu, bezproblémovost; (2)
krize nasledkem rozc€arovani, Ze nic neprobiha, tak jak ma — negativni emoce, frustrace, Uzkost;
(3) zotaveni a prekonani krize, zvySovani kulturni kompetence; (4) prizplsobeni a zaclenéni do
hostitelské spolecnosti

KS vyvolava nékolik stresorll — (1) napéti vyvolané snahou o psychické prizplisobeni; (2) pocit
ztraty, deprivace jako nasledek odlouceni od pratel, statutd a roli; (3) odmitnuti cizi
kultury/odmitani cizi kulturou; (4) zmatek v nové roli, nejistota v ocekavani v nové roli, zmateni
sebepojeti; (5) nejistota, znechuceni, rozhorceni zplisobené kulturnimi rozdily; (6) pocit bezmoci
zpUsobeny neschopnosti samostatné jednat v novych kulturnich podminkach

dvé faze psychické reakce na dlouhodoby pobyt v jiné kulture — krivka W
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Vstup do teréenu a kulturni sok

Cizi prostfedi/zemé

Domaci prostiedi/zemé

Nadseni @
»,Honeymoon oméci
,Honeymoon“
@ pfizptsobeni pfizplsobeni
m @ ®
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8 Ustav antropologie, Pfirodovédecka fakulta MUNI

krize
kulturni Sok

reintegracni Sok

=
(P =

NI
: hr

HR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH



Psat tam i tady

> Clifford Geertz (1926-2006) — , byt tam, psat tady" — psat tam i tady

The Poetics And Politics Bf Ethnography

James Clifford and George E;Marcus

> psani predstavuje jednu z vyznamnych aktivit, jiz se vénuje badatel
Jgtam" i ,tady" — nedostatky, nelplnost zaznamd, vzpominky, metricka
data — priprava publikace

> technologie ,tuzky a papiru® — terénni poznamky a zaznamy

> poznamky vetsinou Utrzkovité, velmi selektivni a zkratkovité — nasledna
organizace a tvorba plnych zaznam{; zdznamy predstavuji rekonstrukce
vytvorené pomoci poznamek, zapamatovanych skute¢nosti a dojmd
antropologa dopInéné o sdéleni informatord

> ,zaznamy v hlavé" — nezapsané vzpominky, dojmy, pocity, nalady tvorici nedilnou soucast
terénni zkuSenosti — emocni naladéni odrazejici se v zaznamech a poznamkach

> texty porizené v terénu nejsou transparentnim a objektivnim popisem skutecnosti — etnograficka
data se nesbiraji, ale konstruuji — jak antropolog pise?

=
I
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Jak antropolog pise?

> kontakt pouze s nékterymi prislusniky zkoumané komunity ovliviuje vysledny obraz o zkoumané
problematice, kdy se pravé tento vztah otiskuje do antropologova pohledu na jevy a udalosti —
zaznamy nereprezentuji vSechny mozné hlasy a perspektivy, pouze ty vybrané

> ddlezitou roli hraje také zplsob zpracovani zaznamt — ichforma, tfeti osoba jednotného i
mnozného Cisla; ,vSeveédouci® perspektiva — zaznamy se stavaji ,,objektivnim®™ popisem udalosti a
. o
jevll

> v soucasnosti se s etnografickymi texty i psanim rlizné experimentuje; stale Castéji se terénni
zaznamy pribézné publikuji pfimo z terénu prostrednictvim socialnich siti, blogl a dalSimi
komunikacnimi kanaly

> psani etnografickych textl se povazuje také za formu modernistické literatury — vysledné texty
vznikaji skladanim chvatné psanych poznamek, skic, nacrtkd, postrehu, dojmd, jez se vrsi do
denik{ ¢i si je badatel pamatuje, ve kterych se hleda smysl — metoda stfihu, kdy se pfi procesu
psani zahodi mnohé, co si dfive antropolog zaznamenal

=
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Metody a techniky terénniho vyzkumu

> antropolog béhem terénniho vyzkumu etnografické data konstruuje — metoda vyzkumu x
technika vyzkumu

> MV - promysleny postup ziskani souboru etnografickych dat (zptsob Zivota v urcité spolecnosti,
komunité, kulturni formaci)

> TV — konkrétni nastroj vedouci k produkci etnografickych dat

> na pocatku byl terénni vyzkum provadén v ramci expedice, pozdéji v podobé dlouhodobého
stacionarniho vyzkumu a dnes se uplatriuje vicemistna etnografie odpovidajici podminkam
globalizovaného svéta

> vyzkumné metody i techniky mohou nabyvat réiznych podob — kazda technika navic pfinasi jiny
typ dat — nutnost promyslet, ¢im se chceme zabyvat a jaké techniky mohou pfinést odpovédi na
nase otazky

(1) Zacastnéné pozorovani (2) Prace s informatory (3) Etnografické interview

:[ HR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH
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Metody a techniky terenniho vyzkumu

metody sbéru dat a informaci o kulture ,téch druhych" obsahuji:

(1) terénni vyzkum (2) komparace 3) historicka perspektiva

(4) experiment (5) kauzalita

pri sbéru dat se vyuziva také nekolika technik:

(1) lit. reSerse (2) zaznam etnografickych dat (3) zUCastnéné pozorovani
(4) prace s informatory (5) ,life histories"
(6) genealogie (7) fotografie, film a kresba (8) reflexivita

12 Ustav antropologie, Pfirodovédecka fakulta MUNI
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Zucastnene pozorovani

> prima nezprostredkovana Ucast badatele na kaZzdodennim Zivoté studované komunity

> dvé vzajemné protikladné a neslucitelné aktivity — pozorovani, kdy si antropolog udrzuje odstup a
soucasné se vSak snazi vcitit, zapojit a dcastnit se Cinnosti jako kazdy dalsi prislusnik komunity

+ Ucast na kazdodennich Cinnostech, dostupnost bézné skrytych informaci, snizeni rizika stylizace
chovani pred vyzkumnikem

- ¢asova narocnost, nutnost dlouhodobé kumulovanych osobnich prozitkdi — subjektivnost

nutna volba vhodnych postupl pfi vyhodnocovani poznatk(

néktera omezeni, kterym musi antropolog Celit — pohlavi, vék,
etnicka prislusnost, socialni postaveni — néktera témata Ci jevy
se mohou stat pro vyzkumnika nezkoumatelné

13 Ustav antropologie, Piirodovédecka fakulta MUNI
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1. Co vime o sledované
spolecnosti?

2. Snaha zachytit urcity
fenomén

3. Opusténi ,,pohodli
domova" — kulturni sok

4. DGvérnost a odcizeni
— ,vrlstani do
spolecnosti®

5. Odhaleni
spolecenskych vztahl

6. Dlouhodoby pobyt

7. Holisticka perspektiva

8. Navrat domd —
reintegracni Sok

ETHNOGRAPHY?

PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION, A POTENTIALLY |
REVOLUTIONARY  PRAXIS

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT HUMANS AND THER
COMMUNITES X SHAPED BY YEADS OF
KNOWLEDCE CREATED BY THOSE WHO HAVE
THE AUTHORITY AND POWED TO AFLUENCE

AN ANTHROPOLOGIST'S TALE

1T CAN BE DFICULT FOR TIE AUTHROPOLOGST TO LEAVE
THE SHORE OF HED HOVE REHIND AND DIVE DEEP TO
MMERSE HERSELF N THE COMMUMITEES SHE % RESEAROUNG

BUT SE MUST “‘
8 > o

AN AVTHROPOLOCKT CAN CHALLENGE TIESE RECEVED
WISDOMS Y LIVAIG WITH THE PECPLE TO BE STUDED.
PARTICIPATIUG A AUD OFSERVIC THER DALY LIVES,
CONDUCTING LONG - TEDM ETHUOCRAAC RESEARCH

MADCNALSED AVD SLENCED
DXPERINCES CAN FE FROUCHT
TO THE FOREFRONT, AVD HELP
US RETIAK OUR ASSUMPTIONS

APOUT THE WORLD.

2
o, N,
5 W P= N

REVEALING SOCIAL RELATIONS

WHAT ARE THE RELATIONSHPS WITHN THE |8
COMMUAITY. A\D TO THE WIDER WORLD?

SUE WLL PARTICIPATE N ALL ASPECTS OF DALY
UFE AUD UNDERSTAND MOW TIESE RELATE TO &
CLOGALKED WORLD TO FORM A PULL PCTURE

BUT OVE DAY SUE WILL MAVE TO SWIM BACK
TO HER OWN SHORE, EVEN ¥ IT HAS RECOME
DSFERENT TO THE OME SHE LEFT BEND.

¥
EVEUTUALLY, THESE EXPEDENCES ENABLE THE DESEADCUER TO CREATE

L]
LONG DuRATION
TO MOVE REYOUD A SUPERINCIAL UNDERSTANDAG
SME MUST LIVE WITW THE PEOPLE FOR A LONG
PERIOD. USUALLY 18 MONTHS O MODE

NEW KUOWLEDCE AROUT THE WORLD AUD SWARE IT WITH OTHERS.
™

4

HED DESFARCH X A POUNCAL ACT - A POTENTIALLY REVOLI 3
CAN CHALLENGE DECEIVED AUTUORTTY AND STANDARD VIEWPONTS SME CAN USE IT TO
ENGACE OTIERS, NFLUENCE THER IDEAS AND PERUAPS BETTED ACT N TME WORLD.
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9. Vysledkem vyzkumu
je podani zpravy o
novych védomostech o
spolecnosti ostatnim

Zprava jako politicky
akt — potencionaini
revolucni cin, ktery
mdze privést autority k
novému pohledu na
»palCivé" otazky

Shah, A. (2017):
Ethnography? Participant
observation, a potentially
revolutionary praxis. Hau.
Journal of Ethnografic
Theory 7 (1), 45-59.
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Prace s informatory

> informator — jakykoliv prislusnik studované komunity, ktery
mohou a chtéji s vyzkumnikem aktivné spolupracovat na jeho
vyzkumu — asistenti, spolupracovnici

> vyzkumy v malych komunitach — nereprezentativni data o
populaci ziskana prostfednictvim nékolika informatord

> kulturni kompetence informatora — ,,musi vam mit co fict" a
také musi mit ochotu spolupracovat; klicovy informator

> nalezity a dlsledny vybér informatorl odvisly od spolecenského statutu a role, které ovliviuji
perspektivu, z niz vnimaji a interpretuji kulturni jevy, procesy a udalosti; ddleZitou roli hraji také
vyjadrovaci schopnosti informatora

> klicové vlastnosti informatord — (1) enkulturace a Zivot ve zkoumané komunité, (2) Ucast na
Zivoté komunity a soucasné (3) neznalost jinych kultur/subkultur, (4) disponovani volnym
c¢asem pro spolupraci s antropologem a (5) nesmi analyzovat sdélované informace

Il
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Etnograficke interview

> vice ¢i méné fizena komunikace mezi antropologem a prislusnikem zkoumané komunity

INTERVIEW
(1) neformalni (2) nestrukturovaneé (3) polostrukturované (4) strukturované

> Ad (1) jakykoliv rozhovor vedeny pfi jakékoli vhodné prilezitosti; volné povidani si se zajmem o
téma, udalost, jev ¢i osobu

> Ad (2) ucastnici si alespon ¢astecné uvédomuji, Ze se nejedna o pouhé povidani si, nybrz o
formalizované sdileni informaci; vyzkumnik se drzi vybranych témat, ale prébéh rozhovoru
nekontroluje a nefidi

> Ad (3) rozhovor je smérovan k predem vybranym tématlm, jez mohou mit stanovené poradi,
nicméné samotny pribéh rozhovoru je do zna¢né miry volny

> Ad (4) rozhovor vedeny podle predem daného scénare s cilem ziskat odpovédi na pripravené otazky

Il
S
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Etnograficke interview

> ne kazdy rozhovor Ize pokladat za etnografické interview —
urcujici je sbér takovych informaci, jez rozsiruji, nebo
alespon kontextualizuji data ziskavana pozorovanim,
zUcastnénym pozorovanim a dalSimi technikami terénniho
vyzkumu

> etnografické interview stoji na nékolika pilirich:
> (1) interview jsou rozhovory — antropolog se nema

chovat jako tazatel a snazit se béhem jednoho
rozhovoru ziskat veskeré informace

> (2) vyzkumnik tvori soucast interview — antropolog se pfi rozhovoru, kladenim otazek a
reakcemi na odpovédi stava soucasti etnografickych dat; soucasti prepisu, analyzy i
interpretace rozhovoru jsou i repliky antropologa

> (3) pri interview je dllezity sbér prihod — pribéhy vypravéné pri rozhovorech odhaluiji
Zivot komunity a Ize je chapat jako interpretace udalosti; navic umoznuji snadnéji pochopit a
kontextualizovat dalSi etnograficka data, pripadné jim dodat smysl|

> (4) neexistuje spatné interview — kazdy rozhovor predstavuje zdroj pouceni, prinasi
néjaka zjisténi, na némz Ize stavét; kazdy rozhovor néeco prinasi

MUNT
SCT l\r

17 Ustav antropologie, Piirodovédecka fakulta MUNI



Identita a reflexe terénniho vyzkumu

> beéhem terénniho vyzkumu antropolog Celi problému, jak balancovat nezbytnou pritomnost ve
studované kultufe a co mozna nejvice omezit vliv vlastni osobnosti na priibéh a vysledky vyzkumu

> Vv pocatcich antropologie odmitana osobnost antropologa a jeho emocni naladéni vstupuijici do
priibéhu vyzkumu — ve 2. poloviné 20. stoleti zlom a prosazuje se reflexivita

> Vv soucasnosti je jiz béznou praxi vést si reflexivni denik umoziujici
antropologovi monitorovat vlastni situaci v terénu a sledovat vlastni emocni
stavy i

C. Lévi-Strauss — T7ristes Tropigues (1955), K. Read — The High Valley (1965),
H. Powdermaker — Stranger and Friend (1966), B. Malinowski — The Diary of
the Strict of the Term (1967)

1977: Reflections on Fieldwork in Marocco

> reflexivita predstavuje védomé priznani si sebe sama jako nedilné
soucasti terénni situace — rozpolozeni, osobni sklony, sympatie/antipatie,
navazané vztahy a jejich povaha ovliviujici priibéh a vysledky vyzkumu —
hnuti writing culture

18 Ustav antropologie, Pfirodovédecka fakulta MUNI
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Etika terénniho vyzkumu

> ,kauza Janomamové®; projekt Camelot — Ma se védec podilet na vyzkumu prinasejici poznatky,
které maji slouzit k prosazovani mocenskych zajm@?

> sexualni vztahy béhem terénniho vyzkumu — vztahy s prislusniky zkoumané komunity, vztahy mezi
¢leny vyzkumného tymu; dobrovolna i nedobrovolna povaha (— pfipady sexualnich ttokd) — np.
Eve Moreno — Rape in the Field: reflections from a survivor (1995)

> nutnost antropologie zabyvat se etikou terénniho vyzkumu

etické kodexy upravujici zasady
antropologicke préce

Il
S
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Etika terénniho vyzkumu

> np. eticky kodex Americké antropologické asociace (AAA);
http://www.americananthro.org/

> plvodni verze se nesla v duchu odpovédnosti antropologa vici tém, s nimiz
pracuje, a dale vici verejnosti, oboru, studentim a domovské a hostitelské
vladé — soucasna verze klade diiraz na transparentnost a korektnost

(1) Neuskodit
(2) Byt otevreny a poctivy ohledné vlastni antropologické prace

(3) Ziskat informovany souhlas a potrebna povoleni

vV V V VY

(4) Harmonizovat protichiidné etické zavazky povinované spolupracovnikiim a
dotcenym stranam

(5) Cinit vystupy pFistupné

YV Vv

(6) Chranit a uchovat zaznamy

> (7) Zachovavat zdvorilé a moralni profesni vztahy

=
I
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Interpretace vysledkid vyzkumu

> vychodiskem generalizaci jsou terénni poznamky — zaznamy rozhovorl a pozorovani, které
vyzkumnik ucinil béhem svého pobytu mezi ¢leny studované kultury

> pozornost vénovana kontextu v némz jednotliva pozorovani a
rozhovory probihaly

> pribézna analyza a interpretace vysledkd

> soucasti terénnich poznamek je také osobnost antropologa

> terénni poznamky
> organizacni dokumentace
> analyticka dokumentace
> terénni dokumentace

> metodologicka reflexivita klade diraz na subjektivni zkusenost antropologa
> nové pristupy ovlivnily zejména zplsob prezentace vysledk{ terénnich vyzkuma
> nové antropologické psani jako alternativni pristup ke studiu Clovéka a kultury

MUNI
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Interpretace vysledkd vyzkumu

spolecnosti

interpretace cizi kultury v sobé skryva cetna uskali
antropolog si do terénu pfinasi jinou kulturni zkusenost, nez kterou sdili prislusnici studované

NACIREMA

odhalit cizi kulturni kddy a spravné desifrovat kulturni gramatiku cizi spolecnosti patfi mezi nejtézsi
ukoly antropologie

Horace Miner (1956): Body ritual among the Nacirema. American Anthropologist 58, pp. 503-507

Body Ritual among the Nacirema
HORACE MINER
Uniersity of Mickigom

HE anthropslogist has become so familiar with the diversity of ways in
which different peoples behave in similar situations that he is not apt o
be surprised by even the most exotic customs. In fact, if all of the logically
porsible combinations of behavior have rot been found somewbere in the
wotld, hie is apt to suspect that they must be present in some yet undescribed
tribe. This point has, in fact, been expressed with respect to clan erganization
by Murdock (1949:71). In this light, the magical beliefs and practices of the
Nacirema present such unusual aspects that it seems desirable to describe
them a3 an example of Lhe extremes to which human behavior can go.
fessor Linton first brought the ritual of the Nacirersa to the attention
of anthropologists twenty years ago (1936:326), but. the culture of this peaple
i sl ver poorly undestood. They-are North American group living n he
territory between the Canadian Cree, the Yaqui and Tarabumare of Mexico,
and the Carib and Arawak of the Antilles. Little is known of their origin, a
though tradition states that they came from the east. Aceording 1o Nacirema.
mythelogy, their nation was originated by a culture hero, Notgnihsaw, whe is
otherwise known for two great feats of strength—the throwing of a piece of
wampum across the river Pa-To-Mac and the chopping down of a cherry tree
in which the Spirit of Truth resided.

Nacirema culture is characterized by a highly developed market economy
which has evolved in  rich natural habitat. While much of the people’s time
is devoted to economic pursuits,  large part of the fruits of these labors and
considerable portion of the day are spent in ritual activity. The focus of this
activity is the human body, the appearance and health of which loom as a
dominant concern in the ethos of the people. While such & concern is certainly
Dot unusual, its ceremonial aspects and associated philosophy are unigue.

“The fundamental belief underlying the whole system appears to be that the
buman bedy is ugly and that its natural tendency is to debility and .
Tncarcerated in such a body, man's anly hope is to avert these characteristics
through the use of the powerful influences of ritual and ceremany. Every house-
hold has one or mere shrines devoted to this purpose. The more powerful in-
dividuals in the society have several shrines in their houses and, in fact, the
opulence of a house is often referred o in terms of the mumber of such ritual
centers it posssses. Mot houses are of watile and daub cosstuction, but he

with stone.
the rich by applying pottery plaques to their shrine walls.

While each family has at least one such shrine, the rituals associated with i
are not family ceremonies but are private and secret, The rites are normally
enly discussed with children, and then oaly during the period when they are
being initiated into these mysteries. T was able, however, to cstablish sufficient
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rappart with the satives to examine these sheinet and to have the rituals de-
scribed Lo me.

“The focal point of the shrine is 8 bos or chest which s bust into the wal,
It chat e et he iy okt magie ptos vt hich

Tive, These ariety
8 pecaied praciconers. Toe mors povero f theesos e maion men,
‘whose assistance must be rewarded with sebstantial gilts. However, the med.
cine men do not provide the corative pations for their clients, but decide what
the ingredients should be and then wite them down in an ancient and secret
lunguage. This writing is uaderstood osly by the medicine men and by the
herbalists who, for another g, provide the required charm.

The charm is not disposed of afer it has serves! its purpose, but is placed in
the charm-box of the houschold shrine. As these magical materials are specific
for certain ils, and the real ar imagined maladies of the peapie are many, the
eharm-box is ussally full to averiowing, The magical packets re s numemmus
that people forget what their purposes were and fear o use them agais. While
the matives are very e e puat, o can nnl;‘nwm ihat the idea in
retaining all tho old
eore which the oty Fls ave conducted wi i some way protect the
worshipper.

Beaeath the charm-box s & smal font. Each day every member of the
iy, i saccmtion, atarsthe shrine roee, buws i bead belore e kAT
bo, ringles different sorts of holy water in the font, and proceeds with &
brief rite of ablution. The holy waters ae secured from the Water Temple
of ity, where the pri to make the
liguid riually pure

In the iersrchy of magical pructitioners, and below the medicine me
prestige, are specialists whose designation is best transiated “holy-mouth-
men.” Tha Nacirems havo an almost pathological herror of snd fascination
with the mauth, the condition of which is belicved to have & supernataral in-
finence on all social relationships. Were it not for the rituals o

ey believe that their teoth would fal owt, (heir grams bieed, their jaws shrink,
Lhufnrmlsdmn\hzm o i emes oot them. Theyai e st o
For emmple
There s o iunl st of th ot fo ki which auppeced to
prove their moral ber.

‘The daily body ritual performed by everyone inclodes 3 mouth-rite. De-
spite the fact that thess people are so punctilious about care of the mouth, this
site [nvolves & practice which stikes the uninitiated stranger as revolting. 1t
was reparted to me that the ritual consists of inserting a seeall busdle of hog
hairsinte the mouth, mlong with eertain magical powders, and then moving the
bindie ina bighly formalized seris of gestares.

om to the private moath-rite, the people seek out 2 bly.mouthe
yeac. These practitioners have an impressive set of par-
phernalia, consisting of 3 variety of augers, awls, probes, and prods, The use of

he mouth,
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these objects in the exorcism of the evils of the mosth involves almost unbe-
lievable ritual torture of the client. The holy-mouth-man opens the client’s
mouth and, using the above mentioned Lools, enlarges any boles which decay
may have created in the testh. Magical materials are put into these holes. I
there ate na & boles in the teeth, f one or more
teeth are gouged out 5o that the supernatural substance can be applied. In
the client’s view, the purpose of these ministrations s o arrest decay and 10
draw friends. The extremely sacred and tracitional character of the rite is
evident in the fact that the natives retura Lo the holy-mouth-men year afier
yeax, desite the face hat e terh contouetodecy.

1t is to be hoped that, when o thorough study of the Nacirema is made,
here wil be caretl § inquiry ine the pemscoalcy uractareof these prcpe.
Onebas but o waichthe glowm in theeye of s oy oot 2 be b 12
w iatn 4 wxpesed DarYe, o RDSLE (RBL & <onaln ssount of sadiss s -
o e b established, 8 very interesting patterm emerges, for most

™ te masochistic tendencies. Tt was to these that

ceferred in discussing a distinctive part of the daily body rit-
ual which s perfortaed nly by men. This pu of he i involves scaping
and acerating the surfuce of the face with  sharp imstrument. Spacal wo-
men's rites are performed only four times during each lunar month, but what
they lack in frequency is made up in barbarity. As part of this ceromony,
women bake their heads in small ovens for about an hour. The theoretically
intaresting point is that what seems to be s proponderantly masochistic people
are developed saditc e

5.

ple, of Latipro, in
ofsay s, The mome dlabeeats cersmamies egulrs  trat very sick patients
exn only be performed at this temple. These ccremonics involve not only the
Chaumetares ot a permanent groap of vesal maidens who move sedately
about the temple chambers in distinctive costume and headdress.

The latigsa ceremaonies are 5o harsh that i is phenomenal that & fair pro-
portion of the really sick natives who enter the temple ever recover. Small
children whose indctrination is still ncomplete have been known to resist
atiempts to take {hem 1o the femple because “iha is where you go to die.”
Deple the fac, sk sclin w9 st cxly willag . g o e e
protracted ritual purification, if they can affond to do so. No matter how ill
the supplicant or how grave the emergency, the guardians of many temples
will not. admit a client if he cannot fres rich gift 1o the custodian. Even after
one bas gained sdmission and sarvived the cesemonies, the guardians will not
prest the asopbyle tolenveuntlhe akes snother gift.

‘The supplicant entering the temple s rst stripped of all his or her clotkes.
In every-day life the Nacirema avoids exposure of his body and its natural
functions. Bathing and excretary acts aze performed only in the secrecy of the
hausehold shrine, where they are ritualized a8 part of the bady-ritcea. Paycho-
logical shock results from the fact thit body secrecy is suddenly lost upon
entry into the lofifro. A man, whose own wile has never seen him in an excre-
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tary sct, sudderly finds himself naked and assisted by a vestal maiden while
he performs bis 0atural functions into & sacred vessel. This sort of ceremonial
treatment is necossitated by fact that the excrets are used by a diviner to
ascertain the course and aature of the lieat’s sickaess. Female dieats, on the
other hand, find their naked bodit

and peadding of the medicine men.

Few supplicants in the temple are well enough to do anything but lie on
their hard beds. The daily ceremanies, like the rites of the holy-mouth-men,
involve discomfort and torture. With ritual precision, the vestals awaken their
misérable charges each dawn and roll them about on their b of pain while
performing ablutions, in the formal movements of which the maidens are
highly trained. AL other times they insert magic wands in the supplicant’s
‘mouth or force him 10 eat substances which are supposed o be bealing. From
time 1o time the medicine men come to thelr clients ard jab magically treated
ncedles into their flesh. The fact that Uese temple ceremonics may not cure,
and may even kill the neophyte. in no way decreases Lhe people’s faith in the
medicine men.

There remains one other kind of practitioner, known as a “listener.” This
witch-doctar has the pawer to exorcisc the devils that lodge in the heads of
people who have been bewiiched. The Nacirema believe that parents berwitch
their own children, Mothers are particularly suspected of putting a curse on
children while teaching them the secret body rituals. The counter-magic of the
witch-doctor is unusual in its lack of ritual, The patient simply tells the “Tis-
tener’ IH his troubles and fears, beginning with the carliest difficulties he can
remember. The memory displayed by the Nacirema in thest exorcism sessions
is m-l, emtiable, T o 20¢ uneouaoon o tbe paent  berasan the e
tian he felt upon being wean nd & few individuals even see their
troucs e back 0 s trmumatic fct of hec e bich,

conclusion, mention must be made of certain practices which have their
base In native esthetics but which depend upon the pervasive aversion to the
natural body and its functions, Ther are ritual fasts to make fat peaple thin
and ceremanial feasts to make thin people fat. Still other rites are used to
make women's breasts larger if they are small, and smaller if they are large.
General dissatisfaction with breast shape s symbolized in the fact that the
ideal form is virtually outside the range of human variation. A few women
afflicted with almest inbuman hypermammary development aze 50 idolized
that they make a handsome living by m‘mpu going from village o village and
permitting the patives to stare at them for

Reftrencs b e dy boen made o the fact tht sxcrtory fusctions wre
ritualized, routinized, and relegated to secrecy. Natural reproductive functions
are similarly distorted. InteTeourse is taboa a5 & topic and scheduled as an act.
Efforts are made to avoid pregasncy by the use of magical materisls or by
limiting intercourse 10 certain phases of the moon. Conception is actually very
infrequent. When pregnant, women dress 50 s 1o hide their condition, Parturi-
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tion takes place in secret, without friends or relatives to assist, and the majority
of women do not nurse thelr infants.

Our review of the ritual ife of the Nocirems has eertainly shown them to be

a magic-ridden people. It is hard to understand how they bave managed to

G i But

y P
even such exatic customs as these take on real meaning when they are viewed
ight provided by Malinowski when he wrote (1948:70)

Looking from far snd above, vl

tiom, it is easy to see all the erudity and irrelevance of magic. But without its por
und uidance sty man couk] o bave Esterd ki pracical il s he b
done, toe could man have advanced to the highet stages of civilzatice.

with the
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NACIREMA

Horace Miner (1956): Body ritual among the Nacirema. American Anthropologist 58, pp. 503-507

> severoamericky kmen majici extrémni ritualy zamérené na vlastni
télo

> v domech maji specialni skrinky pro magické roztoky nutné pro

ritualy

Usta maji velky vliv na socialni vztahy ve spoleCnosti

Naciremoveé jsou posedli svymi tély a jejich rozkladem

Naciremové jsou posedli magii a ritualy této kultury prostupuje

dominantni role masochismu

YV V V

,Looking from far and above, from aur high places of safety in the
developed civilization, it is easy to see all the crudity and irrelevance |
of magic. But without its power and guidance early man could not @ &
have mastered his practical difficulties as he has done, nor could \
man have advanced to the higher stages of civilization." ‘
(B. Malinowski)
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Promeny pojmu kultura a soucasna téemata terénniho
vyzkumu

> predmeétem zajmu kultury lokalizované za hranicemi evropskeé civilizace — jinakost — dlouhodoby
stacionarni terénni vyzkum ve vybrané spolecnosti — popis a interpretace

KULTURA

> vymezeni urcité populace obyvajici jasné stanovené misto a vyznacuijici se specifickym zptisobem
Zivota

> Ustredni pojem antropologie, ktery je vsak neustale erodovan a svou pozici v ramci
antropologického vyzkumu pomalu ztraci

Globalni pojeti Redukcionistické pojeti Dekonstrukcni pojeti
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Promeny pojmu kultura a soucasna téemata terénniho
vyzkumu

(1) Globalni pojeti kultury

> vymezeni pojmu E. B. Tylorem; kultura predstavuje nadbiologicky prostfedek adaptace a zaroven je
povaZzovana za svébytné rozuméni svétu vyjadrené v ucelené soustave ideji, sociokulturnich regulativl a
artefaktl; kultura — v prostoru a Case lokalizovana entita (— predmét vyzkumu), kterou lze popsat,
vysvétlit vztahy k vnéjSimu prostredi a jinym entitam, Ize ji komparovat s jinymi objekty stejného radu
— kultura jako integrovany celek vice Ci méné zajist'ujici nebiologickou adaptaci

(2) Redukcionistické pojeti kultury

> kultura zahrnuje jen jednu slozku ¢i vysek globalniho chapani kultury — kulturu tvofi jen ideové
soustavy, normativni slozka ¢i chovani a produkty chovani; kultura jako sémioticky Ci kognitivni systém
— zUzZeni pojmu umoznuje provést operacionalizaci, tedy prevod abstraktnich pojm{ do
pozorovatelnych nebo méfitelnych proménnych

(3) Dekonstrukéni pojeti kultury

> kultura jako mocensky nastroj umoznuijici reifikovat skupiny lidi a zplsoby jejich Zivota podrobit
zkoumani a analyzovani — intelektualni, ekonomické i teritorialni ovladnuti; implicitni nastolovani
nerovnovahy ,my" a ,,oni" — falesna objektivita a apoliticnost antropologie; kultura existuje pouze v
hlavé vyzkumnika, v textech a ucebnicich — literarni rozbor a reflexivita
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Promeny pojmu kultura a soucasna téemata terénniho
vyzkumu

> v soucasnosti znacné rozpéti témat antropologickych vyzkumd, interdisciplinarita pfi feSeni
zvolenych vyzkumnych otazek a problémd, vznik a rozvoj novych podobor{ antropologie

> turismus, konflikty, reflexivita, technické veédy, dobrovolnictvi, bouldrovani, ochranarstvi,
nemocnicni zarizeni, télesné tresty déti, ekokolonialismus...

> predmétem odborného zajmu antropologie nadale zUstava clovék a ridzné podoby lidstvi

antropologie emoci Arnold Epstein, Karl Heider
antropologie pohybu Tim Ingold
antropologie téla Thomas Csordas
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